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The virtual learning environment presents unique opportunities that require the student, teacher,
and family to work together to promote a positive learning experience. The following outlines
the minimum commitments that we have established related to the PCS Virtual Academy.

Student Responsibilities

All Virtual Academy students will comply with the PCS Student Code of Conduct, as well as all
state and federal laws, school board policies, and local school rules governing behavior and
conduct. Collaboration among staff, students, families and the community is vital to promoting a
positive school environment. Virtual Academy students must abide by the rules outlined in the
Virtual Academy handbook during the regular instructional day as well as extracurricular events
or activities affiliated with the school hosting the event or sponsoring the activity. Students
dually enrolled in a course at Piedmont Community College (PCC) must abide by the rules
established by PCC.

Additionally, it is important that students understand their responsibility as learners in the Virtual
Academy. Virtual Academy students will:

● Participate in an orientation, provided by the district, prior to the start of school.
● Attend and engage in daily live, real-time instruction. Students should use their cameras

and microphones. Students should reply promptly and remain engaged.
● Check the Virtual Academy Learning Management System (LMS), Google Classroom,

every day.
● Demonstrate active engagement and learning through the completion of all assignments

by deadlines established by the classroom teacher.
● Engage in independent learning activities/credit requirements.
● Participate in all district and state-mandated assessments either in the virtual environment

or assigned school building as directed by the district and/or state. Social Distancing
Guidelines must be followed consistent with the approved plan for attending school at the
time of exams.

● Independently use digital tools to communicate and collaborate with teachers and peers.
● Communicate with classroom teachers regularly and examine provided feedback.
● Ensure availability to meet when requested by the teacher or administration.  
● Choose a learning space with minimal distractions. 
● Use technology as outlined in the Policy 3225/4312/7320, Technology Responsible Use. 

Attendance

Attendance is an integral part of success in the PCS Virtual Academy. For students enrolled in
Virtual Academy, all instruction and services are delivered virtually with the exception of district

https://www.pcsnc.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=154
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=person


and/or state mandated assessments. Students will participate in all district and state-mandated
assessments on site, in person, with their teachers.

Students in the Virtual Academy will participate in approximately 6 hours of instruction a day,
which will include a combination of synchronous (live, real-time instruction) and/or
asynchronous (independent) completion of assignments. Students are expected to participate in a
minimum of 10 hours per week of synchronous instruction in their general education courses.
Instructional time may increase beyond the baseline based on teacher discretion and/or grade
level.

The Virtual Academy schedule will include elements of a traditional school day. Much like
in-person instruction, synchronous classes will include whole-group instruction, opportunities for
small group work with peers and/or a teacher or specialist, and independent practice. The flow
between direct instruction and completion of assignments will be familiar to students and ensure
that virtual learning is not a continuous screen time experience. To support the academic, social
and emotional wellness of our students, schedules will include age-appropriate breaks (“brain
breaks,” lunch, intentional social time, etc.) to encourage students to take purposeful movement
breaks as well as teacher support hours.

A student will be logged in, present and responsive in his/her/their assigned virtual space at the
beginning of the school day and the beginning of each class or be recorded as tardy. In alignment
with PCS Policy 4400, Attendance, to be counted present, a student must be in attendance at
least one-half of the student school day. This will include attendance, with the approval of the
principal, at official school activities off site. Students must complete their daily assignments,
either online or offline. Teachers will consider any technical issues or reasonable interruptions
that may occur.

In alignment with the PCS attendance policy (Policy 4400), if a student must miss school, a
parent or guardian must communicate with the student’s teacher or attendance office upon the
student’s return after an absence. Absences due to extended illnesses may also require a
statement from a physician. Failure to communicate will result in the absence being coded
unexcused.

In the event of an excused absence, the opportunity to make-up missing work will be
provided. The student or parent is responsible for identifying what assignments are due and
completing them within the specified time.

Academic Integrity 

Academic honesty is essential to excellence in education and is directly related to PCS Virtual
Academy expectations for students. As all schoolwork is a measure of student performance,
academic honesty facilitates an accurate measurement of student learning.
In alignment with PCS Policy 4310, Integrity and Civility, the PCS Virtual Academy expects all
students to maintain academic integrity and honesty while participating in virtual learning.

https://boardpolicyonline.com/bl/?b=wake_new#&&hs=260203


The Virtual Academy Learning Management System, Google Classroom, provides teachers the
ability to monitor the originality of student work and assessments. PCSVA will have
GoGuardian, a content filtering and monitoring program, installed on all student computers.
Users breaking the rules of the contract may have their privileges revoked.

Family Responsibilities

● Participate in an orientation, provided by the district, prior to the start of school.
● Establish a calm, quiet, distraction-free space for your child(ren) to work every day.
● Ensure virtual learning equipment is available and charged.
● Provide reliable Internet access.
● Create a consistent schedule for completing assignments.
● Ensure your child(ren) checks the Virtual Academy Learning Management System

(LMS), Google Classroom, every day and provide assistance when needed.
● Check your email and/or PowerSchool regularly for communication and information.
● Communicate with teachers as needed regarding any questions or issues that arise.
● Serve as a partner in supporting your child(ren) in engaging in independent learning

activities/credit requirements. Students will need varying levels of support in online
instruction and may need closer supervision and assistance from members of your child’s
support system.

● Ensure availability to meet when requested by the teacher or administration.
● Ensure your child(ren) participate in all district and state-mandated assessments on site,

face-to-face, with their teachers.
● Remain domiciled in Person County while in PCS Virtual Academy, unless tuition is

paid.

Statement of Understanding

As a part of the registration process, students and families commit to the statement of
understanding.

The PCS Virtual Academy provides students an opportunity to participate in virtual learning.
 Attendance in the Virtual Academy is a privilege. Assignment to the Virtual Academy requires a
special commitment of time and effort from the students and their parents/guardians. All
instruction and services will be delivered virtually. Your child will not be on a PCS campus
during the school day, unless asked to report to campus by school administration. This
commitment requires that, upon assignment to the PCS Virtual Academy, you agree to keep your
child in the program for at least one full school year. If at any time during the year, your child
is not meeting the stated expectations for the PCS Virtual Academy; your child may be required
to be return to in-person instruction at the assigned school.

The Virtual Academy will not be offered for students receiving instruction through the following
programs because a virtual option is generally not compatible with the intent or structure of
these programs: dual language programs and Career Technical Education (CTE) classes (with



the exception of Business and Entrepreneurship pathways and online Career and College
Promise (CCP) courses).

Teacher Responsibilities Related to Delivering Virtual Academy Instruction

Teachers with Virtual Academy will be available during the entire school day. When teaching a
Virtual Academy class or course, teachers will carry out the following duties that are unique to
the virtual learning environment:

● Utilize district-provided curriculum and pacing guidelines to plan instruction and ensure
students experience the same learning across all environments.

● Use district digital content, tools, and resources that are listed as recommended or
allowed to create a virtual learning environment that prepares students to reach their full
potential and lead productive lives in a complex and changing world.

● Plan, design, and incorporate developmentally appropriate strategies to encourage active
learning, application, participation, and collaboration in the virtual environment.

● Use district recommended digital tools and resources to provide assessments, coupled
with meaningful feedback.  

● Create a virtual classroom environment that is conducive to student learning - eliminate
distractions and provide consistency for all students.

● Provide daily live instruction using their camera and microphone for each class period
and/or subject area.  Teachers should not record live, real time, sessions where students
are present (including their images, voices, and participation) without receiving
permission from the principal.

● Promote a positive and safe virtual learning environment for the social and emotional
learning and well-being of a diverse population of students.

● Develop and define clear and consistent virtual behavior expectations, classroom
routines, and procedures for activities and transitions.

● Utilize Google Workspace daily to support student learning.
● Conduct all district and state-mandated assessments on site, in person with students.
● Model, guide, and encourage the safe use of technology as outlined in PCS Policy

3225/4312/7320, Technology Responsible Use. 
● Ensure students' understanding of the Virtual Academy schedule, including live

instruction times.
● Ensure regular communication and availability through email, phone calls, Google Meet,

posted office hours, etc. to maintain student-teacher relationship and support learning.


